Posthumous Works

THE COPYRIGHT of posthumous works, i.e. works published after the
author's death, can be registered in the name of the publisher, as pro-
prietor, if this is in accordance with the contract for publication. If
the contract calls for a copyright in the author's name, and the author
dies before publication, the copyright notice must be in the name of
his estate or of the new owner, his legatee. It cannot be in the name
of the deceased author, even though he died on the day before pub-
lication. If the copyright notice is already printed with the author's
name as proprietor, it should be corrected before publication; other-
wise copyright registration will be refused.

Even though the Copyright Office, unaware of the author's death,
issued a certificate, if the copyright were ever challenged in court it
would be declared invalid.

The unpublished works of a deceased author, if they have never
been registered for copyright, are indefinitely protected at common
law. Common-law rights cease only on authorized publication, regis-
tration, or dedication to the public by the author s legatee.

Works published posthumously and originally copyrighted by the
proprietor are renewable by the copyright proprietor, not the author's
next of kin or heirs, as are other works (see Renewals).

In British countries posthumous works are protected for fifty years
after publication.
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